The Impact of Christ’s Resurrection
Pascha 2010 – Webster

Christ is Risen! Christos Anesti!


What impact does Christ’s Resurrection from the dead have in your life? In other words, what does it mean for you personally that the greatest event in human history has occurred? Does the fact that “Christ is Risen” truly affect your life and every aspect of your life?

Today on this first and greatest of days, more than two billion Christians worldwide celebrate the event of God Almighty becoming a human being like each one of us, living on earth for 30 some years, and then willingly accepting to confront the greatest evil of history – the jealousy, the slander, the rejection, the livid hatred, the denial, the betrayal from one of his closest friends, the ridicule and humiliations, the mocking, the unimaginable torture from scourging to a crown of thorns to crucifixion on a cross, and even death itself – today we celebrate how Jesus willingly endured and then responded to all this evil by the power of His love. He accepted to taste evil and death itself because He loved the world so much. He accepted to confront this evil because He knew that only by experiencing it, and then overcoming it, would He set a new path for humanity!
By Christ’s actions, He showed to us that evil, in whatever hideous form, no longer needs to have control over our lives, nor to have the final say in our lives. We all may face various forms of evil and suffering, and we will all eventually face death itself one day, yet because of Easter Sunday, because of Christ’s resurrection from the dead and His victory over satan, sin and death itself, our lives have changed!!! Our perspective and worldview of life itself, with all the challenges and surprises that life brings, is different when we choose to live in the light of the Christ’s resurrection!
Mother Teresa said it beautifully: “Let nothing in life ever allow you to forget the joy and power of the Resurrection!” Archbishop Anastasios put it this way, “With Christ’s Resurrection, everything was made new again, everything was restored. From this point on, the question posed for every human being is whether or not we choose to participate in this restoration!”
Here lies the fundamental question for each one of us on this Holy Pascha celebration! Do we choose to participate fully in the joy and power and ultimate restoration of Christ’s Resurrection, or will we leave this beautiful service unmoved and untouched by the greatest event in human history?!? Does the Resurrection of Christ affect the way we live our lives or not? Do we carry the joy and power of Christ’s Resurrection in all our relationships – our relationships at homes, in our workplace, in our hobbies and forms of entertainment, and in every aspect of our lives? Will the forgiveness and mercy, will the love and victory that radiate from the Risen Lord be the spirit which we carry throughout our lives?
The choice is ours! And the choice we make determines how we relate with everything for the rest of our lives!

Let me give a few examples during the life of Christ of how different life became for those who chose to live in the light of Christ’s resurrection, as opposed to those who didn’t. The first obvious example comes from what happened to two of Jesus’ own disciples and followers. Peter and Judas both followed Christ for three years. Both men heard his beautiful teachings, witnessed his amazing miracles, and came to understand Him as the Son of God. And both men ended up making terrible choices in their lives. One denied Christ three times, while the other betrayed him to death. Judas’ sin, without the perspective of the resurrection, led him to utter despair. He didn’t see that Christ’s suffering and death were not the end of the story, and thus he couldn’t forgive himself for the evil choice that he made. As a result, his life ended in suicide and death. 
Peter, on the other hand, denied his beloved Master and ran away from Him in His most desperate hour, yet he looked at his sin through the prism of the Resurrection, and thus, received forgiveness and healing. Although Peter denied His Lord and abandoned Him, he was still given another opportunity after the resurrection to profess his love for Jesus. And by the power of the Resurrection, Peter went on to become one of the leaders of the early Church and one of the greatest of saints of history.
Choosing to live in the light of the resurrection, or choosing to live in the darkness of denial makes all the world of a difference. 
Then there’s the example of the two thieves on the cross. Both committed crimes which led to their crucifixion, yet one chose to stay in the depths of his evil deeds, only adding to them with his ridicule and blasphemy against the crucified Christ. The other thief, however, understood that Christ would resurrect, and that this ignoble death on the cross wasn’t the end of his story. Therefore with hope, even during his last minutes of his life, the second thief chose to live in the light of Christ’s resurrection and cried out to Jesus, “Lord, remember me in your kingdom!” And during his final moments of life, the gates of paradise open up for its first recipient – a criminal and thief who repented and believed in the Resurrection!

Choosing to live in the light of the resurrection, or choosing to live in the darkness of evil makes all the world of a difference. 

Does anyone know who St. Longinos was? Well, that is the name of the centurion who oversaw the crucifixion of Christ. That’s right, the man who oversaw the murder of Jesus is remembered in the Church as one of her saints, precisely because this man chose to live in the light of Christ’s resurrection. Unlike the other soldiers who chose to cast lots for the clothes of Jesus, or unlike the soldiers who guarded the tomb of Christ and chose to lie about any resurrection in order to profit monetarily for themselves, St. Longinos had the eyes to see that an innocent man was murdered. He had the eyes to see beyond the blindness of the religious and political leaders of his day, and to understand who Jesus truly was. Following Christ’s crucifixion, Longinos accepted Jesus as His Resurrected Lord and lived a life according to His teachings. Today, 2000 years later, his name is still remembered among the saints of the Church. As for those other soldiers, who knows their names?

Choosing to live in the light of the resurrection, or choosing to live in the blindness of hatred and self-centeredness makes all the world of a difference. 

A final, vivid example of the power of resurrection can be seen in the life of Saul the fanatic vs. Paul the Apostle. Saul the Jewish Pharisee denied the resurrection of Christ, and went to great lengths to persecute and even kill those who proclaimed Christ Risen. Saul thought he was doing God’s will by killing St. Stephen, and arresting and imprisoning other Christians. Yet when Saul finally came face to face with the Resurrected Lord, he no longer could deny the fact of the resurrection and accepted Jesus as Risen. This new perspective in life changed him from a fanatic murderer to a passionate proclaimer of God’s love. He no longer persecuted others, but unconditionally loved and forgave others. He no longer killed in the name of God, but accepted to be martyred for the sake of the Risen Lord.
The question for each one of us tonight is this: Do we choose to participate fully in the joy and power and ultimate restoration of Christ’s Resurrection, or will we live our lives as if the Resurrection of Jesus never occurred and has nothing to do with our daily lives. The choice is ours. Yet our choice will determine whether we live lives full of the power of God, full of His grace and mercy, full of His compassion and love, and ultimately, full of meaning and purpose!
Christ is Risen! 

Christos Anesti!
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