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Think about the women who have influenced the world! Think about the women who have impacted, and continue to impact our contemporary society! The role of women is undeniable, and many could debate about which women, and what type of women, have had the greatest effect throughout history. Is it the Hillary Clinton types, or is it the Mother Teresa models? Is it a woman of power, or a woman of humble sacrifice? Or is it something in between?

Of course, we could lift up many women, and argue certain virtues and accomplishments of each type. I hope we all realize, though, that nothing is black and white, and thus, there is little need to debate any either/or comparisons. What is significant is to lift up certain women as role models for society, and then to understand how they can influence and inspire each one of us in our own specific journey of life.
Well, today on this 2nd Sunday after Easter, we lift up two particular groups of women. First, our Church celebrates and remembers the myrrh-bearing women, the female disciples of our Lord who were the first of His followers to witness the resurrection. These women represent believers who passionately loved their Lord, who courageously stayed by his side even through His passion and crucifixion, and who devoutly wanted to anoint his body with their myrrh and precious oils after He had died. By honoring these myrrh-bearing women, the Church acknowledges women who, throughout history, have expressed an extreme love, a courageous faith and a deep devotion to Jesus Christ. 
More often than not, women are the ones who openly display a burning love for our Lord Jesus and His Church; women are the ones who courageously express their faith in countless ways, not giving in to the fears and ridicule of society; and women are the ones who present a sincere religious zeal and piety, a devoutness to following the ways of God. The Gospels offer a thought-provoking contrast when they show the women disciples staying close by the Cross of our Lord, and being the first to go and anoint the dead body of Christ, while the men disciples stay hidden in secret for fear of reprisal and persecution.
May each one of us in the Church today reflect upon our own witness of love, faith and devotion to our Lord Jesus, and see how we can imitate the virtues of these saintly myrrh-bearing women.

Well, simultaneous to the Church honoring these holy women, our American Society pauses on the 2nd Sunday of May to remember and pay respect to another group of cherished women – the mother’s of our lives. Today on Mother’s Day, we offer tribute to not only our own mothers, but all mothers and women throughout history who have fulfilled their calling as loving angels to their children and others. Whether one is a birth mother, a step-mother, a grandmother, a godmother, an adopted mother, a surrogate mother, or even a woman who offers motherly care and concern to others as an aunt or friend or teacher, we pause to honor and thank these women of love and sacrifice for the role and impact they have had and continue to have in the lives of countless others. And the best way of honoring and thanking such women, once again, is to lift up their virtues, and strive to imitate them in our own lives.
 “To become a mother is not so hard;” I have heard it said, “But being a mother – a mother in the ideal sense -  is extremely difficult.” “Give me a generation of Christian mothers, and I can shape the world!” someone noted. Abraham Lincoln summarized the attitude of countless great figures when he reflected, “All that I am or ever hope to be, I owe to my angel Mother.”  Some could possibly argue that no earthly influence can impact a person in the same way as a mother!

But what is it that makes mothers so unique and special? Mothers sacrificially and loving give of themselves from the moment that a child enters into their lives! Mothers will lose countless hours of sleep, change untold numbers of diapers, sacrifice their time, their schedules and their ambitions, all for the purpose of incarnating love for another being and helping mold the likeness of God into them. Throughout their lives, mothers become nurses, doctors, psychologists, and counselors. Mothers serve as teachers, guides, disciplinarians, and coaches. Mothers act as chefs, cleaning ladies, and chauffeurs each and every day. Mothers help develop personalities, cultivate attitudes, nourish faith, and build up spirits. Mothers constantly give, and give, and then give even more! They don’t think of themselves too often, but willingly place the needs of others before their own.

And motherhood doesn’t end with childhood or adolescence, but continues throughout one’s lifetime. Mothers sacrificially and willingly offer constant love and care, never-ending prayer and guidance, limitless forgiveness and concern, no matter how their children respond and no matter how old their children become. In many ways, ideal motherhood strives to mirror the divine and unfathomable love and grace that God showers upon us all.
“The heart of a mother is a deep abyss, at the bottom of which you will always
find forgiveness,” reflected Honor de Balzac. 

“The mother’s heart is the child’s schoolroom,” offered Henry Ward Beecher. 

'People are what their mothers make them,” the writer Emerson once noted.

 “God could not be everywhere, and therefore He made mothers,” teaches a Jewish proverb. 
By lifting up and honoring the precious women of our lives, we should not simply remember particular individuals, but we are called to reflect upon the deeper meaning of motherhood itself. And from a Christian perspective, we thus honor and lift up the virtues of sacrificial and unconditional love, of humble and continual service to others, of seeing and understanding the “other” as Christ Himself, and thus, caring for them with divine concern.
Today, on this 2nd Sunday after Easter, and on this 2nd Sunday of May, we lift up the myrrh-bearing women disciples of Christ, as well as all women of motherly disposition, and we thank God for their witness, and the lessons they teach each one of us - extreme love, courageous faith and deep devotion to Jesus Christ, as well as sacrificial love, humble service and divine care for the other!

Christ is Risen! And Happy Mother’s Day to all!
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