Radical love

2nd Sunday of Luke

Luke 6:31-35

“Love your enemies. Do good to those who hate you. Bless those who curse you. Pray for those who spitefully use you. To him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other. From him who takes your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either. Do to others as you would have them do to you. Don't love only those who love you, but love all people. Love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Be merciful justl as your Father is merciful.”  Lk 6:27-36

Wow! What radical words that make little sense from a worldly perspective. Why in the world should we love our enemies? Why should we do good to those who hate us? Why should we bless those who curse us? Why should we be merciful to others when they don’t show mercy on us? We live in a world that often encourages us to seek revenge when we are hurt, to get even with others, to hate those who hate us and to bitterly reject those who mistreat us.
Why should we love? Because the source of love, Divine Love Itself, has entered our lives. God has come to live in us, and His divine love knows no boundaries. These radical teaches of divine love separate Christianity from many other religions.  The true mark of a follower of Jesus is to love all people with a radical love, with a divine love, with a love that includes even our enemies. We love, not because we will receive something in return. We love because it is in our nature to love, in our original nature that was created in God’s image. We love because we were created in the image of our heavenly Father, whose unconditional love embraces all!

How impossible it may seem to love those who have hurt us, and to love even our enemies. It is important to understand, though, that when God calls us to love our enemies, he is talking about agape love. “Agape love,” describes William Barclay, “implies an active feeling of benevolence towards another person; it means that no matter what a person does to us we will never allow ourselves to desire anything but his highest good; and we will deliberately go out of our way to be good and kind to him.  In other words, it is obvious that such divine love is not something that comes from our feelings necessarily, but something that comes from our will.  We may not want to do it, but we must will to do it, and God will help us!”
This sounds impossible.  How can we be expected to love our enemies?  How can do good to those who hate us, bless those who curse us, and forgive those who have hurt us?  Maybe we can’t, but God can. God can forgive, love, and show mercy in such a manner. When we must admit our own limitations, and humbly turn to Christ, then all becomes possible.  From God’s ocean of love comes the tiny drops of our own ability to love.  We receive the ability to love when the grace of Christ dwells richly in us!
Although it may be difficult to love an enemy, or to forgive one who has hurt us, stop and think about God's love for us. God never ceases to do good to the sinner; never stops hoping for the change of the most hardened sinner; always keeps his arms open wide to embrace whoever comes to Him. “Anyone who comes to me,” Jesus said, “I will by no means cast out” (John 6:37)
God does not want the death of a sinner (even though we may sometimes prefer this). He considers no one His enemy. “While we were still sinners,” St. Paul says, “Christ died for us" (Rom 5:8). God came to earth and died for the salvation of all people, even His enemies. This is the divine love he wants us to have.

Martin Luther King suffered greatly from those who hated him. His enemies bombed his house, threatened his children, sent him to prison, killed his friends, and continually persecuted him. Yet to all this hatred and evil, he responded,  “Hate cannot drive out hate. Only love can do that. Hate multiplies hate, and violence multiplies violence in a descending spiral of destruction… Love is the only force capable of transforming an enemy into a friend.”
God calls us to such divine love - love which can transform enemies into friends, love which can heal a conscience that has become twisted, and give a soul its original beauty. Divine love forgives, heals and renews!

Think about it. If you try to hate your enemies, mistreat them, abuse them, offer them the kind of treatment they offer you, you will only intensify their enmity.  However, if you love them, bless them, and treat them well, the power of God may touch them and help them see their ill ways, thus transforming them into new people, even into friends. The original nature of humanity, before the fall, was to love.  Our nature now, as children of God is once again to love.  
There is a story of a holy man engaged in morning meditation under a tree whose roots stretched out over the river bank.  During his meditation he noticed that the river was rising and a scorpion caught in the roots was about to drown.  The man crawled out on the roots and reached down to free the scorpion, but every time he did so, the scorpion struck back at him.  An observer said to the holy man, "Don't you know that's a scorpion, and it is the nature of the scorpion to want to sting?"  To which the holy man replied, "That may well be, but it is my nature to save, and must I change my nature because the scorpion does not change its nature?”
If we are followers of Jesus, then our nature is to love one another, even our enemies.  Why should we change our nature because the "scorpions" of life don't change theirs? Always remember that even in the worst of people, the image of God still abides.  What is important for us is to see how the image of God in me can relate to the image of God in the other!  If we imitate Christ in our lives, truly becoming one with him, then we will be able to find the power and strength to follow these difficult commandments of Christ.

“Love your enemies. Do good to those who hate you. Bless those who curse you. Pray for those who spitefully use you. To him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other. From him who takes your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either. Do to others as you would have them do to you. Don't love only those who love you, but love all people. Love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Be merciful as your Father is merciful.”  Lk 6:27-36
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